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VIETNAMESE TODDLER MAULED BY WILD ANIMAL PREPARES TO TRAVEL TO THE US FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT
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Sammamish, Washington - Phung Thien Nhan, a 2-year-old boy who was abandoned at birth in Central Vietnam and mauled by a wild animal, will travel to the United States next week for medical treatment. There was a joyous, impromptu gathering outside the United States Consulate in Hanoi on August 5th, after Thien Nhan and his adoptive parents received their visas to the United States. According to family friends, embassy officials did everything possible to expedite the issuance of the United States visas. “We so appreciate the kindness the US Consulate showed us, and their granting us the ability to travel to America,” said Thien Nhan’s mother, Tran Mai Anh.

The family will arrive in Seattle on August 14, 2008. Sammamish based Kids Without Borders funds travel expenses for this family, spending three days in Seattle before heading to New Hampshire to begin medical treatment for Thien Nhan.


Dubbed “The Miracle Baby”, Thien Nhan has become a minor celebrity in Vietnam, his amazing tale of survival attracting an outpouring of public attention. Found 72 hours after being abandoned in a forest, the critically-injured newborn was rushed more than 100km to hospital in Danang, where doctors managed to save his life but not his right leg or his genitals. Last March Thien Nhan was adopted by a young family in Hanoi. 

Public support has been remarkable, according to Thien Nhan's mother Mai Anh. Yet the child’s future remains uncertain, as his severe injuries will require numerous, complex surgeries over the next 10 to 15 years, as well as ongoing prosthetics care.
American Greig Craft, who runs the non-profit Asia Injury Prevention Foundation in Hanoi, has spearheaded Thien Nhan’s treatment in the United States, organizing funding, medical and logistical support along with his friends Dr. Joseph Rosen, a world-renowned microsurgeon; Son Michael Pham, founder of the non-profit Kids Without Borders; and Sue Hammond of the War Legacies Foundation.

The Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Hospital in New Hampshire is donating
urological treatment to Thien Nhan, while the Northwestern University Medical School in Chicago will provide the tot with state-of-the-art prosthetic care.

Son Michael Pham is working on mobilizing friends in Seattle, Chicago, Boston, and Los Angeles to receive the family and to provide support during their stay.
“This is a community-wide effort from many, many individuals in many different countries who have made this happen,” says Mr. Craft. “It is an important milestone to have received these visas enabling the family to travel to the US next week. The next challenge is to create and finance a trust fund for Thien Nhan that will see him through
adolescence, including the many complex medical procedures still needed to allow him to have a normal functioning life.”
Founded in 2001, Kids Without Borders is a all-volunteer nonprofit organization based in Sammamish, Washington. Its primary mission is to promote, engage, and empower youths supporting other youths in their communities and around the world. For more information, visit www.kidswithnoborders.org.
